Experimental trypanosomiasis of natural hybrids between house mouse subspecies.
This study characterises the extent of the susceptibility to parasites (first demonstrated with helminths) of hybrids between Mus musculus domesticus and Mus musculus musculus. Experimental infections with Trypanosoma musculi of M. m. domesticus, M. m. musculus and their natural hybrids have been performed to compare their level of resistance/susceptibility. It appears that contrary to the results with helminths, hybrid mice present the same level of resistance/susceptibility to the trypanosome as M. m. musculus and M. m. domesticus individuals. This result is interpreted in the light of the modalities of host parasite interactions and leads us to hypothesise on the role of parasitism in the evolution of the house mouse hybrid zone.